Health Sciences Library System
Serving the University of Pittsburgh and UPMC

I
LN

About Scopus

Scopus describes itself as the largest abstract and citation database of research literature and quality web
resources, providing access to approximately 28 million abstracts going back to 1966 from over 15,000
scientific, technical, medical, and social science publications. These include 700 conference proceedings,
all journals indexed in MEDLINE and EMBASE, 600 trade publications, and over 500 Open Access journals.
Titles from all geographic regions are included, provided English abstracts are available from the source.
Records include the citation, abstract, and cited references plus a link to full text (when available).

Subject areas covered by Scopus include:

Life sciences (3,400 titles)

Health sciences, including all titles covered in MEDLINE (5,300 titles)
Physical sciences (5,500 titles)

Social sciences, psychology and economics (2,850 titles)

In addition to journal literature, Scopus simultaneously searches for documents from two other sources: the
World Wide Web and U.S. and international patent agencies. Its companion search engine, Scirus,
searches over 265 million science-specific Web pages and is designed to pinpoint scientific, scholarly,
technical, and medical information while filtering out non-scientific sites.

Scopus offers three search modes:

Basic search can be used to search 16 different fields (such as author or title) or field combinations (such
as title, abstract, keywords).

Advanced search allows the user to type in a detailed search manually (instead of selecting from a menu),
combining search terms, field names and Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT). Consult the online examples
and search help.

Author search lets the user find all articles associated with that author.

The Refine Results feature lets the user narrow down search results by source (journal) title, author name,
year, document type, and subject area.

Scopus records include cited references for articles published from 1996-present. This lets the user to
identify articles that cite a specific article. Simply find the article you are looking for and view the “Cited By”
list to the right of the abstract.

Scopus users can set up a profile to store searches, lists of retrieved documents, and alerts. A Search Alert
will run a previously saved search and e-mail relevant new results. Users interested in tracking the citations
of a particular article can set up a Document Citation Alert for e-mail notification whenever the article of
interest is newly cited by another article. RSS feeds, updated daily, are another option for receiving alerts.

Access to HSL Online Resources (databases, e-journals, and e-books) is restricted by legal contracts to current faculty, staff, and
students of the University of Pittsburgh or UPMC only. HSL Online Resources are available from any computer connected to the Pitt
or UPMC computer networks, which includes most Pitt and UPMC locations. You can access most HSL Online Resources from
other computers as well. See http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/services/remote for more information.

For more information on Scopus or any HSL Online Resource contact HSLS:
Email: medlibq@pitt.edu; Falk Library (412-648-8796); WPIC Library (412-246-5504);
UPMC Shadyside Libraries (412-623-2441);

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Libraries (412-692-5288)
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